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SUBJECT: CHANGE OF AMBASSADORS RUMORED 
REF: KINGSTON 2324 

1. RUMORS THAT ALLAN ISAACS, MINISTER OF MINES AND 
NATURAL RESOURCES, WILL SOON REPLACE DOUGLAS FLETCHER 
AS JAMAICA'S AMBASSADOR TO THE UNITED STATES CONTINUE 
TO CIRCULATE. A STORY TO THIS EFFECT APPEARED IN THE 
STAR ON AUGUST 12. IT WAS IMMEDIATELY BUT NOT 
CATEGORICALLY DENIED BY BOTH MINISTER ISAACS AND A 
SPOKESMAN FOR THE PM S OFFICE 

2. COMMENT: THIS INCIDENT RECALLS ISAACS' REMARKS ABOUT 
HIS FUTURE AND THE POSSIBILITY THAT HE MIGHT GO TO 
WASHINGTON AS JAMAICAN AMBASSADOR AT OUR JULY 4 
RECEPTION (REFTEL). AS LONG AGO AS LAST MARCH FLETHCHER 
TOLD THE THEN CHARGE THAT HE HOPED TO RETURN TO JAMAICA 
SOON BUT WAS HAVING DIFFICULTY FINDING A REPLACEMENT 
FOR HIMSELF WO WOULD BE ACCEPTABLE TO ALT. 

CONCERNED 

3. WHILE IT IS POSSIBLY UNCONNECTED WITH THE RUMORS 
ABOUT ISAACS, THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF MINISTER OF STATE 
VIVIAN BLAKE THAT HE WILL STAND FOR A SEAT IN PARLIAMENT 
AT A BY-ELECTION TO HELD EARLY NEXT MONTH IS 
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BUSINESS CIRCLES, BLAKE WOULD BA A NATURAL REPLACEMENT 
FOR ISAACS SHOULD HE WIN THE ELECTION AND QUALIFY FOR A 
MINISTERIAL PORTFOLIO. 

4. ISAACS WOULD ALSO BE A GOOD, IF UNSPECTACULAR, CHOICE 
AS A REPLACEMENT FOR FLETCHER. DIGNIFIED, JOVIAL AND 
PRO-AMERICAN, HE WOULD MOVE EASILY IN WASHINGTON CIRCLES. 
IN ADDITION, THE MANLEY GOVERNMENT WOULD NOT BE AVERSE 
TO GETTING HIM OUT OF JAMAICA AND OUT OF THE GOVERNMENT 
WHERE HIS RELATIVE CONSERVATISM HAS BEEN SOMETHING OF 
AN EMBARRASSMENT. INDEED MANLEY HAS KEPT HIM OUT 
OF JAMAICA AT ONE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OR ANOTHER A 
LARGE PART OF THE PAST YEAR. IN WASHINGTON ISAACS WOULD NOT 
BE ABLE TO INTERFERE MATERIALLY WITH HIS GOVERNMENT'S 
BAUXITE SOLUTIONS OR WITH COMMUNICATIONS WITH THE USG 
ON THIS SUBJECT SINCE THE PM HAS TAKEN BAUXITE LARGELY INTO 
HIS OWN HANDS AND HAS TENDED TO SHORT-CIRCUIT 
WASHINGTON AMBASSADOR AT CRITICAL MOMENTS. GERARD 
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